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BEOWULF STUDY QUESTIONS

1. How does the prologle help to establish the athic pf the story?

2. What are the rings spoken of In the prologue?

3. What is the possible irony underlying trie final lines of the prologue?
4. What rellgious viewpolnts undertis the prologug?

§. Which of Hrothgar's accomplishments deminates Section 17 Why is this
gccomplishment important?

8. What future event is forashadawed in Sectiont?

7. How do Christian and pagan elements mix in Section?

8. What is Grehdel grigvance agalnst Hrothgar and Herot?

8. How is the threat posed by Grendel descriped In Saction2(beginning
around- line 115)? '

10. How da the Danes raact to the threat of Grende|?

11, What explanation is given for why the menacge of Grende| has strigken
the Danes?

12. What ipdication of ths power of Fate is givan in Section3({beginning

. around line 189)7?

13. What happehs in the exchange hetwesn Beowulf and the watghman
when the Geats land in Depmark? .

14, What massdge doss Wulfgar take to Hrothgay concerning Bepwulf's
arrival? A ‘

15. How does Hrothgar réspond to the news of Beowulf's coming?

16. What accomplishments does Beowult boast of In Sgction B{beginning
around lihe 371)? .

17. How does Beowylt propose to fight Grendgl?

18. [n Section 6, what is Beowdlfs view of his chance of success?

19, What does Hrathgar say about Beowuif's father in Section 7(baginning
around line 488)7

20. What does Unferth suggest about Beowulf's accomplishments in
Section 8(beginning around line 499)7

21, How does Beowulf answer Unferth's allegations?

22. Haow does Beowulf further express his belief in fate in Section
9(beginning arcund line 598)7 © .

23. What imprassion does Weltheow make in Section 97

24, In Ssction 10(beginning -around line 662), what is the difterance
between Beowulf and the rest of his men concerning Grendel?
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SECTIONS 11-20
What happens upon Grendel's arrival at Herot?

2. In Section 13, how is Beowulf's victory seen as affecting Hrothgar's
reputation?

9.

3. What is the purpose of the digression in Section13?

4. How does Beowulf respond to Hrothgar's praise concerning Grendel's defeat?
5. How is death described in Section 15?

6.
7
8

What are Beowulf's rewards for killing Grendel?

. What do these rewards say about the character of the giver and the receiver?
. What part does Wealtheow play in Sections 17 and 18?

What irony underlies her speech in Section 177

10. How is the attack by Grendel's mother presented?
11. What is ironic about Beowuif's greeting to Hrothgar the next morning?
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How does Beowulf respond to Hrothgar's appeal for future help?
How is the home of Grendel's mother described?
What does Unferth do before Beowulf's combat with Grendel's mom?
In his speech before he dives into the lake, What requests does Beowulf make?
What do these requests reveal about his character?
What takes place during Beowulf's confrontation with Grendel's mom?
What is written on the hilt of the sword Beowulf has found?
How does Hrothgar respond to Beowulf's proclamation of triumph?
9. What becomes of the sword Hrunting?
10. Describe the final exchange between Beowulf and Hrothgar.
11. How are Queen Higd and Thrith compared in Section 277
12. What is the purpose in comparing the above women?
13. What apprehension does Higlac admit that he felt about Beowulf's mission?
14. How does Beowulf's present account of his adventures differ from what we
had already read?
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SECTIONS 31-END
1. What do we find out about Beowulf's childhood in Section31?
2. What events lead to Beowulf becoming king?
3. What causes the dragon to become enraged?
4. How does Beowulf react to the ravages of the dragon?
5. What is stated about Beowulf's fate after he decides how to respond the
attack?
6. How does Beowulf find the dragon's home?
7. What does Beowulf speak of before he meets the dragon?
8. What does this speech reveal about his frame of mind?
9. What happens during his confrontation with the dragon?
10. Who is Wiglaf? Describe his character and back ground.
11. What comfort does Beowulf find as he lies dying?
12. What irony is there in his hopes for the future?
13. What does Wiglaf say to the cowardly soldiers following Beowulf's death?
14. What issues does the messenger speak of?
15. Why do the Geats spurn the dragon's treasure?
16. What actions conclude the poem?




